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4j&f (New) A method comprising: 

providing a telephone apparatus having a handset, a handset-receiving 
portion and a hands-free audio interface; 

while the handset is reaeived by the handset- receiving portion, 
communicating audio input apd audio output of a telephone call via the hands-free 
audio interface; and 

in response to the haridset being removed from the handset-receiving portion 
during the telephone call, milting the audio input and maintaining to communicate 
the audio output of the tele«EStie call via the hands-free audio interface. 




47. (New) The 
in response to 
during the telephone <h 
hands-free audio interface 



bd of claim 44 further comprising: 
Iset being replaced to the handset-receiving portion 
[nmuting the audio input to the telephone call via the 



^48^ (New) A tele phone apparatus comprising: 
a handset; 

a handset-receivin g portion; 

a sensor to sense if the handset is removed from the handset-receiving 
portion; 

a hands-free audi i> interface; and 

a telephone circui t responsive to the sensor to communicate audio input and 
audio output of a teleph :me call via the hands-free audio interface while the handset 
is received by the handset-receiving portion, and to mute the audio input and 
maintain communicatin ; the audio output of the telephone call via the hands-free 
audio interface in respor se to the handset being removed from the handset- 
receiving portion during the telephone call. 



! 
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49. (New) The telephone apparatus of claim 46 wherein the telephone 
circuit is to unmute the audio input to the telephone call via the hands-free audio 
interface in response to the handset being replaced to the handset-receiving portion 
during the telephone call. 

p&f (New) An article of manufacture comprising: 
a computer-readable storage medium; and 

computer-readable data stored by the computer-readable storage medium, 
the computer-readable data to direct a telephone apparatus having a handset, a 
handset-receiving portion and fa. hands-free audio interface to communicate audio 
input and audio output of a/ralepmone call via the hands-free audio interface while 
the handset is received by the handset-receiving portion, and in response to the 
handset being removed frcrai the handset-receiving portion during the telephone 
call, to mute the audio inp^rrand to maintain communicating the audio output of 
the telephone call via thelhapds-free audio interface. 



5 1 . (New) The article of manufacture of claim 48 wherein the computer- 
readable data is further to/direct the telephone apparatus to unmute the audio 
input to the telephone call via the hands-free audio interface in response to the 
handset being replaced to the handset-receiving portion during the telephone call. 

^ (New) A method comprising: 

providing a telepnone apparatus having a handset, a handset-receiving 
portion and a hands-free audio interface; 

while the handsert is removed from the handset-receiving portion, muting 
audio input and communicating audio output of a telephone call via the hands-free 
audio interface; and 

in response to the handset being replaced to the handset-receiving portion 
during the telephone call, unmuting the audio input and maintaining to 
communicate the aucpo output of the telephone call via the hands-free audio 
interface. 
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p&f (New) A telephone apparatus comprising: 
a handset; / 
a handset-receiving portionn 

a sensor to sense if the handset is received by the handset-receiving portion; 
a hands-free audio interface; and 

a telephone circuit responsive to the sensor to mute audio input and 
communicate audio output of a t/elephone call via the hands-free audio interface 
while the handset is removed frdm the handset-receiving portion, and to unmute the 
audio input and maintain communicating the audio output of the telephone call via 
the hands-free audio interface in response to the handset being replaced to the 
handset-receiving portion djirfng the telephone calL 

JA^ (New) An armcle of manufacture comprising: 
a computer-readaMeJJfcorage medium; and 

computer-readabl* data^stored by the computer-readable storage medium, 
the computer-readable data to direct a telephone apparatus having a handset, a 
handset-receiving portion Ind a/hands-free audio interface to mute audio input and 
communicate audibs^utpiApfa telephone call via the hands-free audio interface 
while the handset is remcwed from the handset-receiving portion, and to unmute the 
audio input and to maint/ain communicating the audio output of the telephone call 
via the hands-free audio/interface in response to the handset being replaced to the 
handset-receiving portion during the telephone call. 

(New) A method comprising: 
providing a telephone apparatus having a hook switch and a hands-free audio 
interface; / 

while the hoolq switch is depressed, communicating audio input and audio 
output of a telephone call via the hands-free audio interface; and 

in response to the hook switch being released, muting the audio input and 
maintaining to communicate the audio output of the telephone call via the hands- 
free audio interface] 
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56. (New) The method of/claim 53 further comprising: 
subsequent to the hook switch being released, unmuting the audio input to 
the telephone call via the hands-/ree audio interface in response to the hook switch 
being depressed. 

J577^ (New) A telephone apparatus comprising: 
a hook switch; 

a hands-free audio interface; and 

a telephone circuit responsive to the hook switch to communicate audio input 
and audio output of a telephone call via the hands-free audio interface while the 
hook switch is depress©&Cand to mute the audio input and maintain 
communicating the audio output of the telephone call via the hands-free audio 
interface in response Xp thjeXook switch being released. 

58. (New) /The tjbkkhone apparatus of claim 55 wherein, subsequent to the 
hook switch being released 7 the telephone circuit is to unmute the audio input to 
the telephone(call via tlj^nands-free audio interface in response to the hook switch 
being depressed. 



J&T' (New) AA article of manufacture comprising: 
a computer-reldable storage medium; and 

computer-readable data stored by the computer-readable storage medium, 
the computer-readaple data to direct a telephone apparatus having a hook switch 
and a hands-free ayidio interface to communicate audio input and audio output of a 
telephone call via tpe hands-free audio interface while the hook switch is depressed, 
and in response tq the hook switch being released, to mute the audio input and to 
maintain commur icating the audio output of the telephone call via the hands-free 
audio interface. 
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60. (New) The article of manufat :ture of claim 57 wherein the computer- 
readable data is further to direct the telenhone apparatus to unmute the audio 
input to the telephone call via the handsf free audio interface in response to the 
hook switch being depressed subsequent to the hook switch being released. 



(New) A method comprising: 
providing a telephone apparatus having a hook switch and a hands-free audio 
interface; 

while the hook switch is released, muting audio input and communicating 
audio output of a telephone call via pie hands-free audio interface; and 

in response to the hook switch being depressed during the telephone call, 
unmuting the audio input and mamtaining to communicate the audio output of the 
telephone call via the hands-fr^e^Udiq interface. 

(New) A telephoi/^gpharatus comprising: 
a hook switch; 

a hands-free audioNntfeifajh^; and 

a telephone circuit responsive to the hook switch to mute audio input and 
communicate audio output of a! telephone call via the hands-free audio interface 

while the hook switch is released, and to unmute the audio input and maintain 

i 

communicating the audio output of the telephone call via the hands-free audio 
interface in response to the hook switch being depressed. 



(New) An article of manufacture comprising: 
a computer-readable storage medium; and 

computer-readable data stored by the computer-readable storage medium, 
the computer-readable data! to direct a telephone apparatus having a hook switch 
and a hands-free audio intepace to mute audio input and communicate audio 
output of a telephone call wa the hands-free audio interface while the hook switch is 
released, and to unmute tne audio input and to maintain communicating the audio 
output of the telephone call via the hands-free audio interface in response to the 
hook switch being depres^d. 



